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   “I feel strongly about the importance of art and inspiration in our everyday lives. I am kind of frivolous and I joke a lot, but I feel treasured when people take my art home and make it a part of their lives. It’s rewarding to me.” This is the philosophy of Eugene artist Frank Gosar and it works for him just fine. Frank Gosar has found a way to use his extraordinary artistic talents to enrich his own life, and the lives of the many people who purchase his art, from the fruits of his own creativity. Though Frank Gosar is very much a multi-talented artist, expressing his creativeness in many different genres of expression, this paper will primarily focus on the work, inspiration, and meaning that creating pottery has for Frank, and additionally, how he considers the importance that art has to culture and to the individual.

   The values that Frank infuses in his art are rooted in his upbringing as a mid-western farm child from a large family in a small town in Wisconsin. Frank found nourishment in his early appreciation for wildlife and nature. The small town culture of respect, consideration, and close family ties that shaped his personality and values made him who he is today, and he feels “lucky” and “fortunate” that he had such a positive upbringing. As he “found himself as an artist”, his main goal became a need to share with others, through his art, the comfort, warmth, and goodness of family and other living things that he found to be so significant and meaningful to his own life. He had an early interest in earth and clay, and began forming small creations out of these elements during his boyhood days on the family farm. This soon progressed into a full-fledged dedication to pottery creation, and he ultimately received a MFA degree from the University of Oregon.
    From his early interest in forming objects out of mud and clay, to his pursuit of furthering his abilities as an educated and professional potter, Frank transforms his experiences and personal values into art. And like Elliot Eisner’s description portrays, in the article “The Role of the Arts in Transforming Consciousness”, about what motivates artists to create, Frank too has “experienced the environment” of his culture and finds that his experiences are the “very stuff of life” that compel him to create. Frank agrees. His Midwestern roots and close family relations gave him an appreciation for the smaller, simpler things in life, and he now expresses the things which he holds dear by “retelling (his) childhood memories” through his clay works.
   Frank has been through a transformational learning process his whole life, and he has indeed found, as Eisner notes, that “experience is central to growth because experience is the medium of education.” Eisner’s comments also do well in describing how an artist “tells us something about how places and relationships feel” and how an artist can “tolerate ambiguity, to explore what is uncertain, to exercise judgment free from prescriptive rules and procedures.” These are basic tenets to how Frank describes what he feels about his own creative process and the importance that it has meant to his life.
   Mr. Gosar makes a living from the sales of his diverse, functional, and original hand-crafted pottery and ceramics through sales at Eugene’s Saturday and Holiday Markets, as well as, through sales from other galleries, shops and art shows that feature his work all around the northwest. He has found Saturday Market to be “an incredible resource if you want to be a working selling artist in Eugene.” He further states, “I can’t be a good potter without that street-level contact that I get from being there representing my art at Saturday Market.” Indeed, a great measure of his pleasure and reward in being an artist comes from the face-to-face reactions and interactions he experiences when people view, and then often enough buy, his work.
   Frank has been making his pottery and other crafts for most of his life, and he and his wife Denise have found Eugene to be a good place to live as working artists. Denise has her own home-based art business, Pulp Romances, in which she makes various kinds of paper from pulp and then produces notebooks, cards, journals and other paper related crafts to sell. Frank notes that an artwork he creates may not be recognized by him as being one that will be popular, and until he sees the reactions of people who are willing to “buy it and try it”, he wonders if his creations will provide the buyer a similar sense of enjoyment, meaning, and functionality which he feels and which is his intention in designing or producing his art.
   Their success has impacted their life style by giving Frank and his wife the time to both develop as artists and to focus their attentions to the creation of the art for which they are so passionate about and dedicated to producing. Frank and Denise also hope that their work will be appreciated for the art’s “uniqueness”, while also providing a functional and meaningful presence in the buyer’s life. Frank has “been very fortunate”, he says, to be able to make a living doing the kinds of things that he and his wife both love to do and find so fulfilling for themselves as artists.
   Frank Gosar’s home-based business, Off Center Ceramics, is not making “great, high art”, he contends, but his desire is to have “a lot of fun” and to make things that are not “so precious that they cannot be used.” He decided that the name “Off Center” was apt, admitting that he “stole the expression” from Scottish folksinger Jean Redpath, who referred to herself as a “wee-bit off center. 
   Almost all of the pottery he sells has a function to the owner. Frank creates cookware, dishes, mugs, soup bowls, banks, toothbrush holders, storage ware, incense burners, butter dishes, pie plates, vases, pet food bowls, and many other types of functional and aesthetically pleasing hand-made works of pottery.
   As mentioned earlier, Frank is a multi-talented artist. Not only is he a successful potter, he is also an experienced sculptor, singer, songwriter, graphic artist, teddy-bear maker, silk-screener, radio program host, and a children’s storyteller, but being a potter is the thing that most consumes and compels his passions. Frank says that what compels him in his creative work is “the sense of magic I have making things that have never been in the world before, things which up until that time only existed in my head.” He does all his own work, and gives each piece he creates its own individual look and uniqueness. Frank orders clay by the ton, works long hours in his home studio, and he is constantly incorporating new ideas and designs to further his own ambitions to create art that will give his customers and himself an appreciation for the look, whimsy, and functionality of his creations.
   Yes, whimsy. He is a man with a quick wit, good cheer, and an even tempered and receptive nature. Franks likes smiles, humor, and giving himself and his customers as much uplifting and positive images as can be bestowed from owning and appreciating his art. “I want my works to be joyful, to make you smile, and to be useful. I have beliefs political, social, and spiritual, but I don’t feel the need to infuse them with my clay-work.” Eisner observes that “the arts liberate us from the literal” and “make it possible for us humans to establish contact with the environment in and through which we live.” Frank believes too that he experiences “freedom” and a sense of “magic” when he pulls from his memories and experiences new ideas that he wants to share, believing that “the function of art is to be a presence in the life of the person who owns it, and to radiate cheer.” “A damn fine function,” he adds, “A function that I can get behind.”
   The values that Frank infuses in his art are rooted in his upbringing as a mid-western child from a large family living on a large farm in a small town in Wisconsin. Frank found nourishment in his early appreciation of the wildlife, nature, family, and culture that surrounded him growing up. He had an early interest in earth and clay, and began forming small creations out of these elements during his boyhood days on the family farm. This soon progressed into a full-fledged dedication to pottery creation, and he ultimately received a MFA degree from the University of Oregon.
   Most of Frank’s creations feature animals of many varieties, and he has a deep appreciation for the “foreground of life” as he takes it in and then in turn lets it out again in his clay work creations. What this means, as Frank describes it: “when I go to the beach, I look and explore the tide-pools instead of looking at the waves. That big scope (of background) and I just don’t work together well.” So, in this sense, Frank is affected by the living creatures that to him are akin, and have much in common, with our human existence and experience. “I relate to them as beings. It’s just magical to me when the drawings come out with the character they have, that form that they have, that body.” Frank “discovered” that he is a “close focus draftsman”, and finds it difficult or even unnecessary to be overly concerned with “big pictures” or landscapes.

   These “up close visuals” that he makes and the depictions of animals in his work are important to him and they have guided his ongoing fascination with living things. They also influence his ideas as to how his animal depictions work on his art and how they will be received by his patrons. These “rich veins of ideas”, as he describes them, lead him to make creations which he hopes will not only be functional and prized by their recipients, but will also give the owners a smile, a memory, and a pleasing sense of all that is wonderful, magical, positive, and inspiring about life. “There is no clear division between the whimsical and functional” in his art, and Frank has a great desire to communicate this to his customers. “It’s all high and noble to say that you are doing the art for yourself, but art is about communication. There is a limit to how long you can talk to yourself and still come up with meaningful relevant things. You need to communicate with other people and that’s what selling your art in person does for you.”
   Frank Gosar is an artist. Elliot Eisner would no doubt agree, as Frank has a keen sense as to how his family experiences, the cultural environments in which he has been part of, and the values that he firmly believes in are all affecting his creative thinking, and ultimately his art. Eisner states that “the sensory system is the primary resource through which a qualitative environment is experienced”, and Frank’s sensory system as to how he values life and human experience is highly tuned and easily transformed by him into works that call forth the emotions and feelings that Frank, as an artist, is compelled to share. Frank Gosar’s hope is that his audience, his viewers and customers, will also share in the intended messages or meanings that he feels are intrinsic in his diverse creations. From his commitment to making art which is meaningful to him, and his success as a working artist, it is clear that he has found a receptive audience that feels the same way.
