    I consider myself to be a fairly creative person, and I like to think that I am creative in mediums, actions, and tasks born out of a necessity or a desire to do or to make something better, useful, or needed. Creativity, to me, is what results from my inner wish to express myself by making and doing things that are either thought provoking, understandable, or at least appreciable to others.  
   The third reading I selected for this week, “The Risk of an Idea”, contains what I think is a brilliant observation by Albert Einstein on creativity. He says that “if at first the idea is not absurd, then there is no hope for it.” Now this doesn’t mean that every good idea or creation is rooted in absurdity, but it rings a lot of truth in me when I think about how I go about doing or creating things. There is doubt, and a feeling to stop what I’m doing because it seems trite, done before, or not interesting enough to pursue. I may think of an idea or desire as absurd, at first, but I usually like the results of the things that I have invested my time and best efforts in doing.
    I find that “creativity is the central source of meaning in our lives”, and as the article “Setting the Stage” continues, I believe that while exercising our creativity “we feel we are living more fully than during the rest of life.” I always feel better being involved in something that provides a means to make or do something new, rewarding, and creative, whether it is an art form or just a task that needs doing, but doing well. As the writer indicates, “most of the things that interesting, important, and ‘human’ are the results of creativity.” 
   We all share these interests in what the human spirit is capable of achieving, producing, and adding to the enrichment of our lives. In this sense it’s easy to see why the article offers that we have “turned the tables” on the ancient views that supported creative acts as being divine in nature, and that they were only available through the works of a supreme maker or God. We have “switched our views” and “humans no longer seemed so helpless” in understanding “how things work” and how we can affect them without divine direction. As humans ride this “crest of evolution we have taken over the over the title of creator.” These views are in line with my own feelings and thoughts about what creativity is, and what it is able to provide for us all.
   My own creative interests generally seem to fall into areas of writing and design. I probably learned how to engage these attributes due to the emphasis in my family that writing, learning, and understanding is of key importance. I have always had a questioning nature, and a desire to know history and understand the way in which cultures can be so different, and yet the same. I am a lyricist/songwriter, a creative writer, a good father, an accomplished doer of many household needs, improvements and necessities. 

   I am a wannabe journalist and teacher, and I am also creatively inspired in developing and improving my personal website in ways that give what I think is a unique and individualistic style to my efforts. I have had my website for over ten years, and it has gone through many changes, as I have learned through self-taught understandings and usages of HTML, and internet workings, how to improve on what I started with. I have become competent, though still a novice really, but I have received much praise for how the design, themes, and content are presented.
    I love to play with words, and to mangle them a bit for my own purposes, and I also like to be a bit cryptic in my style of songwriting, but I feel that by doing this I am opening up my words to more varied interpretations than my idea originally was meant to convey. I like this. I like to be asked about what I was meaning when I said or wrote something in a certain way. It makes me feel somewhat artistic and useful as a person who likes to hear the other side of things and provide things that may be thought-provoking to other people.

   There is much more evidence I could give to back up my creative claims, but suffice it to say, I know that creativity is something I have, something I do, and something I believe exists large in my life. I seem to manage my creativity in a fairly loose, yet organized style. I allow a lot into my thoughts, though I put no extreme pressure on myself to make things conform to some first thought, or to be  ‘perfect’ (they usually aren’t or can’t be), but I also feel I try to organize everything that I create into working, functional, or easily understood concepts. This is my art, my creative input, and I easily count my contributions and the similar contributions that others have made, as valid, true examples of art in action.
   I find back-up for my notions in the article I added to this week’s readings. The article, “The Secret to Creativity”, makes a strong case that we should not just go blindly ahead with our “first thoughts” and that embellishments may only improve upon our ideas, so why not do them? It also recommends that we look at our problems, or creative desires, as “good problems” that will provoke challenges within ourselves. “Examine the problem and turn it into a creative challenge”, it portends, and that by “breaking the problem down” and “leaving restrictions out” we can arrive at something that we will feel is a better product of creative goals. I believe this very much. Using these ideas, and ideas like these, has shown that creativity can affect just one person, or everyone in the world, forming and changing the world’s culture as we evolve as humans.   

   Conversely, I do not take up the notions that my creativity, in any form, has anything to do with divinity, or the actions of a higher spirit, God, or supreme creator. This is Cameron’s view in his article on “Spiritual Electricity”. Though he has many positive, non-theological, things to say about creativity that I can relate to and do believe in, he begins by strongly proclaiming that creativity is “a gift from God”, and a gift that we return to God by “using our creativity.” I can’t get on board this train. 
   Cameron also makes a statement that we should think that “spirituality” leads to “creativity”, or that “creativity” leads to “spirituality.” This can certainly be true for some who find solace in that unproven and debatable explanation, but it is certainly not true for others. Not for me. His basic thesis that “creativity is the natural order of life” with “an underlying, in-dwelling creative force infusing all of life” is much more meaningful and true, at least to me, and I would have been quite satisfied if he had left it at that.
   Of course, the saying “to each his own”, must win out, and we all have this right to think and to feel however we wish about whatever we wish. Defending anyone’s right to exercise their own thoughts and expressions is basic to my understandings about fairness, equal time, and having an open view to all things and opinions. This way of living, realizing that we are all different but the same, is to me also a creative device that gives us tolerance, the willingness to share and exchange ideas and thoughts, and a way to feel accepted. This knowledge: that our ‘crazy ideas’ and attempts at expression through the process of individual creativity will be, at least, welcomed in the forum of our world’s culture, can be both inspiring and ultimately rewarding.   
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